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then put forward as the representative of the principles
for which we were contending, and I have no reason to
give that he was not faithful to the cause. He was, how-
ever, as soon as nominated, surrounded, to a great extent,
by bad men, in whom no good man had confidence. His
bearing was very well so far as he appeared before the
public. I saw that he was anxious to be elected but not
offensively so; he was not obtrusive, but, on the contrary,
reserved and retiring. In nothing did he show extraord-
inary ability or character, but my conclusions were that his
real traits were undeveloped. He did not grow upon me
as reserved men usually do. Colonel Benton had in former
years extolled him, though opposed to his candidacy.
Governor Marcy, no friend of Benton, and not partial to
Fremont, had, when Secretary of War, given him name
and fame by a most remarkable indorsement in his able
report in (I think) 1848.

I have since learned that that part of Marcy's report was
written by Colonel Benton himself, and that President
Polk compelled Marcy to incorporate it in the annual re-
port of the War Department. The affair seems incredible
almost to me, who knew the several parties, but I learn it
in a way that leaves no doubt of its truth. Marcy had
ability but was timid and subservient. Fremont has gained
no reputation during the War. In power his surroundings
have been awful. Reckless, improvident, wasteful, pomp-
ous, purposeless, vain, and incompetent. In his explora-
tions, however, he showed perseverance and endurance,
and he had the reputation of attaching his men to him.
His journals were readable, but I have been told they were
prepared and mostly written by Colonel Benton. On all
occasions he puts on airs, is ambitious, and would not serve
under men of superior military capacity and experience.
Fr6mont first and country after. For a long time he has
been in foolish intrigues for the Presidency, and the Cleve-
land meeting is a Fremont meeting, though others have
been concerned.